one, and the perennial changes in country names and flags all posed ongoing challenges.
The original architectural plans for the UN headquarters failed to foresee the number of nations that would join year after year. The facilities managers have had to rearrange gardens, remove trees, and make other modifications (still in progress today), to accommodate the growing number of flag poles.
The flags at the United Nations headquarters are arranged following the English alphabet and the UN Official Terminology Code, which uses the short form of the full official name of the country. An exception is made when a country asks to be listed differently, as the case of Ivory Coast which requested listing under its official name (under "C" for Côte d'Ivoir), or Tanzania (listed as the United Republic of Tanzania under "U").
The article used with the name of a country is omitted, as in The Dominican Republic. However El Salvador is listed under "E", because the Spanish article (written with a capital "E") forms an integral part of that country's official name. And in the current dispute over the name of Macedonia, its flag is hoisted under "T" for The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, in a clear breach of logic and common sense only possible in the world of diplomacy.
At times, different political ideologies have split countries into two, both using the same name and hoisting similar flags. Many of these countries choose to add the phrase "Democratic Republic of …" before the country name, such as the Democratic Republic of Yemen, or the former Democratic Republic of Germany. Most of these countries request their flags to be hoisted under "D". This not only keeps the flag distant from the other country with the same name (and, in many cases, with a very similar flag) but also keeps the delegates' seats far apart, since the seating arrangements in the General Assembly maintain the same alphabetical order as the flags hoisted outside building! When a new country is admitted into the UN, its flag flown for one day in the place of honor, which is today Row C. After the customary statements following the admission of the new nation, the General As- sembly is suspended for few minutes for the flag raising ceremony outside. In most cases, a high-level delegation, often led by the president or the foreign minister, attends from the new member country.
In the first 10 years after the UN's formation, nine countries joined. Then in 1955, 16 nations became members and in 1956, five more were admitted, bringing total membership to 81.
Another large increase came in 1960, with the independence of many former colonial nations. That year, 17 countries (the largest number of countries in one year) were granted UN membership (all but one from Africa). Later in 1960, the Assembly adopted the "Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples". Within two years, another 11 nations had joined.
Over the next two decades, membership grew steadily, reaching 144 by 1975, when six new members joined. Among them was Mozambique, which had attained independence after a long struggle for national liberation. Angola, another former colony that had fought for its independence, joined in 1976, as did Zimbabwe in 1980. Ten more countries were admitted during the 1980s.
The membership total seesawed in 1990. Namibia became the 160th UN member on 23 April, but on 22 May membership dropped to 159 when Democratic Yemen and Yemen combined into a single member under the name of Yemen. With the admission of Liechtenstein on 18 September, membership again reached 160, but dropped to 159 when the Federal Republic of Germany and the Democratic Republic of Germany united in October 1990 to form one sovereign Germany. In 1992, 13 new countries joined.
UN membership has not always increased. In 1958, for example, Guinea was admitted but total membership remained unchanged at 82 because Syria and Egypt had formed the United Arab Republic. In 1971, the Assembly decided to "restore all its rights to the People's Republic of China and to expel forthwith the representatives of Chiang Kai-shek from the place which they unlawfully occupy at the United Nations and in all the organizations related to it". In January 1965 Indonesia withdrew from the UN but rejoined in September 1966. Countries continue to join the UN, proving that, as former SecretaryGeneral Perez de Cuellar put it, "the effectiveness of the UN is no longer in doubt" and the world body "is being increasingly looked upon as a trusted intermediary". 
UNITED NATIONS FLAGS AND POLES
Six rows of poles display member nations' flags at the United Nations headquarters in New York City. They are marked as: Row A, B, C, D, E, and F (Figure 1) . Row D, known as the "Semicircle" was the first to be constructed, initially with 60 poles.
When a country's name has changed since it was originally admitted, the changes are noted to indicate how that country's flag has changed its pole position. The flags are currently [2000] Over the next seven years, nine more countries joined the UN: Afghanistan, Iceland, Sweden, Thailand (1946), Pakistan and Yemen (1947) , Myanmar, under the name of Burma (1948 ), Israel (1949 ), and Indonesia (1950 .
Therefore when in 1952 the UN moved to its permanent headquarters, 60 flags -from Afghanistan to Yugoslavia-were displayed at the Semicircle (Row D), the only place with flag poles.
Beginning in 1955 flags and poles were added to accommodate new members. The following listing shows the original name of the countries when admitted to the UN. See also notes regarding name changes after admission, which change the alphabetical location of the flag.
